Minutes of the Meeting of HIGH STOY PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 13 September 2016, 7.30pm at Hermitage Village Hall 
Present: PCllrs George Grazebrook, Dawn Griffin, Eveline Jones, Kevin Pescott, Peter Rowland, David Whiteoak, DCllr Mary Penfold, CCllr Matthew Hall, Ray Dickerson (FPs) Kerry Straughan (Clerk), 3 members of the public.
1.   Apologies   None.  
2.   Declarations of Interests  None. 
3.   Minutes of last meeting   Held on 10 May 2016 were approved.  
4.   Matters Arising  There were no Matters Arising but a posthumous vote of thanks was recorded for Cllr Keith Mitchell for his 30 years stalwart work and support as a Cllr, along with the Council’s sympathy to his wife Pat.
Dave Whiteoak was appointed, by unanimous agreement, as the new Vice Chair and, again by unanimous agreement, Peter Rowland from Hilfield was co-opted as the new Cllr.
5.   Planning  A contentious planning application, WD/D/16/001770, to demolish Yew Tree Cottage and outbuildings in Hermitage and replace with replacement dwelling, has been received along with much local objection.  The Cllrs will meet on Thursday 22nd at the Chair’s residence to discuss the Councils position. 

WD/D/16/001081 – extension to Oak Tree Cottage Batcombe.  Approved 22 Jul 16.
6.   Financial Matters    Balance of HSBC account is £2814.54 as of 18 August.

Retrospective payments made of £75.74 to DPATC for annual subscription,  £162.84 for annual insurance to Community First, £79.05 for the Arnold-Baker Local Council Administration book and £600 to Vision ICT for the website.

7.  Footpaths   There are currently 6 RoW issues under investigation and 9 awaiting works in the 3 parishes. 
8.   Neighbourhood Plan  The meeting had been preceded by a comprehensive presentation by Fred Horsington (from Cerne Abbas) and Jo Witherdon (a local planning consultant) about Neighbourhood planning.  The meeting was attended by over 30 residents and was designed to inform the community about what a Neighbourhood plan so that the PC could later contact all residents to gauge whether there is a need or desire to have our own.  The Chair will now look at the Local Stragetic Plan before canvassing all of High Stoy’s residents for their views.

9. Reorganisation of Councils in Dorset   Due to Government funding for all councils ceasing by 2019, Dorset is proposing to save money by having few unitary authorities by merging the current ones.  There are three options and the Cllrs were tasked to read the consultation paper and email the Clerk to make a coordinated response. 
10.  DCC Financial Cuts   DCC are also beginning to make cuts to local services in order  to save money, this includes Highways who have produced a document listing the ‘Core Functions’ that they will continue to undertake along with the ‘non-essential functions’ that will cease,  as always the rural areas with smaller roads will be particularly affected by the cuts.  Parish Councils are being encouraged to work more closely together to buy services from DCC and to work with local farmers to help with tasks such as hedge cutting and gully clearing.  Cllr Hall agreed to forward a map of DCC current responsibilities. The Cllrs were advised that community self help could have some serious H&S issues.

Cllr Penfold reminded the meeting that it was good practice to compile a list of 4x4 owners who would be happy to help stranded or vulnerable residents an emergency and to look at setting up a Good Neighbours scheme – advice on how to go about this to be requested from Sheborne’s Good Neighbours and Helping Hands.
11.   Website  Cllrs Grazebrook and Whiteoak will attend the website training along with the Clerk – date to be notified.  Cllr Griffin to send the Chair an information   piece about Batcombe to go on the website.
12.  Matters of Interest and Information  Cllr Hall advised the meeting that the A352 crossroads was awaiting work that included all signs being  changed – they will be larger, more visual and fewer of them.
13.  Date of Next Meeting   7.30pm, Tuesday 6th December 2016 at Hermitage village hall.
