Minutes of the Meeting of HIGH STOY PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 1 March 2016, 7.30pm at Hermitage Village Hall 
Present:  PCllrs George Grazebrook, Dawn Griffin, Keith Mitchell, Kevin Pescott, David Whiteoak, DCllr Mary Penfold. Ray Dickerson(FPs) Kerry Straughan (Clerk, 3 members of the public.
1.   Apologies   Cllr Eveline Jones, PCSO Alex Bishop.  
2.   Declarations of Interests  None. 
3.   Minutes of last meeting   Held on 1 December were approved.   
4.   Matters Arising   Defibrillator – the Village Hall Committee is currently pursuing grants to help pay for the defibrillator; as is the Clerk. 
BOATS – as no objections have been raised re the Modification Order to re-classify the Restricted Byway at Batcombe/Leigh to a Bridleway the order is confirmed.
5.  Planning Matters
a.  WD/D/15/002092  Demolish part of modern outbuilding and replace with a timber  structure at Blackberry Farm Hermitage – APPROVED 3/12/15.   
b.   WD/D/14/002230 Conversion of attic space to 2 bedrooms at Summerlands Farm Hermitage – APPROVED 24/02/16.

c.   Mr Booth, the new owner of Yew Tree House, informed the meeting that he intends to show a model of his plans, for said House, to residents very soon. 
6.   Financial Matters  a. Balance of HSBC account is £1909.85 as of 18 February. 
b.   External Audit for smaller authorities –  under the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 the, newly appointed, Smaller Authorities Audit Appointments Ltd (SAAA) is required to make audit arrangements for all smaller authorities other than those that have given noticed that they wish to make their own arrangements.  The Clerk is to find out what the financial ramifications will be if we opt in/out of the arrangements and report back to the Cllrs before the deadline for notification of opting in/out on 31 March, so a decision can be made either way.   
7.   Footpath Update  Ray reported that the Ranger was aware of 10 outstanding, as yet unidentified, footpath issues in the High Stoy area.
8.  Highways   a.  The Parish council is proactive in trying to improve current difficulties experienced on exiting from Hermitage Lane onto or across the A352 due to the speed of traffic and is hoping to gather information from the ATC that has been placed about half a mile north of the crossroad to Hermitage.  The Chair, having met with the Highways officer Paul Thatcher, is planning to meet with local police to discuss suggestions that might come from the information collected.
b.  Once the weather improves Highways will carry out work to alleviate the flooding issues on the corner of Sunnyside Farm where heavy vehicles cut into the banking.  
c.   Regarding the flooding problem at Hartley Street, the Chair and local residents have formulated an outline plan, to be discussed at the next Hermitage Village Green meeting, in order to resolve the drainage problem.  This would be to take a new 6” pipe from the existing catch pit (which currently collects all the drainage water) to a nearby ditch and pipe it along the ditch for catchment into the river as with the existing drainage pipes further up Hartley Street. In order to prevent further blockages of the current “under road pipe” leading to the catch pit they would like to put another catch pit or something appropriate on the ditch side by the large oak tree that would catch any debris going under the road.  We are awaiting a reply from Highways about whether or not they would carry out the installation of the new catch pit  as it would prevent the road flooding, and would be cleared out by local residents if required. This would make the current road drain alongside the road in front of the gates of Hermitage House easier to keep the water off the road as is could flow into this new catch pit. The intention is for residents to help finance the digging of the new ditches and new piping which will cost around £500-£600. 
9.  Website   We have secured a grant (due to be received the end of March) in order to help to set up a new PC website which includes software, training and website fees which Cllrs Pescott and Grazebrook are currently actioning.

10.   Neighbourhood Plan  Having attended the Yetminster and Leigh meeting about their Neighbourhood planning (NP) the Chair felt it would be prudent for High Stoy to have a NP and said that the Chairs of both Yetminster and Leigh PCs would be willing to attend one of our meetings to discuss their planning.  DCllr Penfold said that Cllr Fred Horsington, who was instrumental in the setting up of the first NP in Cerne Abbas, would also be willing to pass on his advice; Clerk to organise.
11.   Matters of Interest and Information  a.  PSCO Bishop sent a report listing the following  recent incidents: one stolen vehicle from a site in Batcombe that was recovered by the police 45 minutes later due to being fitted with a tracker; possible incident of horse tagging in Three Gates area, but no other such incidents reported, advise vigilance by horse owners;  many reports of Irish males visiting rural farms and offering cut price generators (primarily) for sale.  No criminal offences have been identified but Trading Standards are involved due to the sub-standard products with no safety checks or certificates provided.  

b.  It has been noted that the light in the Telephone box is now on constantly, clerk to double check PC not liable for payment.  It was agreed that the Village Hall Committee would take over the care, maintenance and use of the phone box, which will remain the property of the PC.

c.  The Village Hall and Village Green Committees are planning a party on the Green to celebrate the Queens forthcoming 90th birthday, potential date 12th June.

d.  Cllr Mitchell reported that he had had several complaints from residents about the roadside by the Kennels close to North Cottage with sleepers lining the edge of the road and a build up of clay and earth, which constantly gets spread across the road when run over by larger vehicles.  Chair to speak with Paul Thatcher about this. It should be noted that anyone can contact the Highways Department on the internet at https://www.dorsetforyou.com/ and enter the details of the problem, this will get the problem resolved quicker.

12.  Date of Next Meeting   AGM - 7.30pm, Tuesday 10th May 2016 at Hermitage village hall.
