Minutes of the Meeting of HIGH STOY PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 1 September 2015, 7.30pm at Hermitage Village Hall 
Present: PCllrs George Grazebrook, Dawn Griffin, Eveline Jones, Keith Mitchell, Kevin Pescott, DCllr Mary Penfold CCllr Micheal Bevan.  Ray Dickerson (FPs)  Kerry Straughan (Clerk),  1 member of the public.
1.   Apologies   Cllr David Whiteoak, Alex Bishop PSCO.  
2.   Declarations of Interests  None. 
3.   Minutes of last meeting   Held on 12 May 2015 were approved.   
4.   Matters Arising   Website – it was agreed that it would be too expensive to have our own website and the Clerk will investigate using a free site to publish the required Council paperwork, as per the Transparency Requirement Regulations 2015/494.  
5.  Planning Matters
a.  WD/D/15/000400  Construction of woodchip store for biomass boiler Hilfield Friary – Approved 15/5/15.   
b.  WD/D/14/003367 Amended plans for construction of a solar photovoltaic park at  Southern Counties Shooting ground Wardon Hill – under consideration.

c.  WD/D/15/001024 Retrospective permission to extend pond at Sunnyside Farm Hermitage - Approved 25/6/15
d.  WD/D/15/000140  Conversion of out- building for self contained accommodation Redford Farm Batcombe - Approved 22/5/15
e.  WD/D/15/000748  Erect first floor extension 1 Church view cottage, Hilfield – no objection. 

f.   WD/D/15/001257 Construct disabled student riding care room Acorn Lodge, 3 Gates, Leigh – Approved 3/8/15.
g.  WD/D/14/002754  Change of use of agricultural barn to dwelling house at Daughters Farm 3 Gates, Leigh – an appeal has been lodged against refusal of prior approval of permitted development rights.  
6.   Financial Matters   a. Balance of HSBC account is £1669.15 as of 18 August.

b.   Annual Audit – has been approved by BDO.  c.  The Clerk stated that she does not wish to opt into the Government pension scheme.

7.   Footpath Update  No outstanding matters but it is noted that the bridge, through which a horse and rider fell behind the church in Hermitage, was fixed within a few days of the incident.  Ray also has information on joining the Dorset Public Access Forum and will disseminate it to the residents via email and on the notice boards.
8.  BOATs  Cllrs Pescott, Jones and Grazebrook will attend  the Hearing into the Definitive Map and Statement Modification Order 2010 (Restricted Byways at Batcombe and Leigh) on Wednesday 9th Sept at County Hall, as observers.
9.   Prayers  It was agreed not to introduce prayers at the meetings.

10. Speeding in the villages  Speeding vehicles in Batcombe and Hermitage is becoming an increasing problem, both with cars and Farm machinery, and a number of residents have requested that we look at ways of encouraging people to drive more safely.  The clerk will set up a meeting with PSCO Bishop to discuss the options and will also put an article in the WVM requesting residents be more aware of their speed, as well as encouraging everyone to be vigilant and report incidents of dangerous driving to the police.  Contract farm vehicles are of particular concern as some drivers hurtle along the narrow roads, often using their mobile phones.   

Cllrs Penfold and Cllr Bevan are to attend a meeting with Highways and Oliver Letwin about the dangerous crossroads at Holnest Park on to the A352. The Chair requested that they pass on the PCs concerns about the cross roads on to the A37  at Evershot. 
11.  Defribulator   Several residents have expressed an interest in having a  Defribulator located in the village hall and the PC agreed to look at help with the funding after the subject has been discussed at the next village hall meeting.  
12.   Matters of Interest and Information  PSCO Bishop sent a report stating that crime in the area has been low for some time but there is growing concern regarding scam phone calls and a poster regarding this has been put on the notice boards.  He also requested that should any of the villages have local meetings, such as coffee mornings, would they consider inviting him as he is looking for a regular engagement slot in the High Stoy area and is happy to discuss crime prevention or other matters if people are interested.
13.  Date of Next Meeting   7.30pm, Tuesday 1st  December  at Hermitage village hall.
